
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 23 August 2018] 

 p5264b-5264b 
Ms Margaret Quirk 

 [1] 

BROTHER GEOFF SEAMAN — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.57 pm]: I acknowledge the passing of Brother Geoff Seaman. He made an 
enormous and respected contribution to education with the Christian Brothers throughout Australia. For the last 
24 years in the Girrawheen area he has been involved in the settlement of refugees through St Vincent de Paul, 
and was a founding and active member of the marvellous Edmund Rice Centre and the Our Lady of Mercy parish. 
In all cases he served the less fortunate. I extend my condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. 
Brother Geoff was a quiet soul—gentle, humble and self-effacing. A packed funeral mass this week evidenced 
how many lives he touched. It was concelebrated by a number of priests, including Bunbury’s Bishop Holohan, 
a former pupil, and parish priest, Father Sam. Attendees included former students from many generations, 
representatives of the Vietnamese, South Sudanese, Congolese and Karen communities, as well as many 
parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy. 
Brother Geoff taught scripture at Dryandra and Waddington Primary Schools, English to Vietnamese students at 
Girrawheen Senior High School and English as a second language at Mercy College. Refugees and humanitarian 
entrants were welcomed by picnics arranged by Brother Geoff, the delivery of household goods, the facilitation of 
no-interest loans and the travel of family members from overseas. Brother Geoff was a quietly persistent advocate 
for a kinder and compassionate immigration policy. In 2003 he was awarded the Centenary Medal for his 
contribution to education and his support for the disadvantaged. The liturgy featured these words of the 
prophet Micah — 

… to do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with god. 
It was an apt description of a life well lived by Brother Seaman. Rest in peace. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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